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A Death- Bed. 

Her suffering ended with the day ; 

Yet lived she tit 1U close, 
And breathed tlis- long, long night away 

In statute-like repose. 
But when the sun, in nil Its state, 

Illumed the eastern skies, [gate> 

She poised through Glory's morniug- 

And walked In Paradise! 

— Jamxs Aldrioi, 

The German Baptist Uunkard 
Meeting at OtUwa. 

A natural Grove of Elm, Black 

Walnut and Honey Locust on the 

banks of a western river known 

by the French name of Marias 

des Cygnet, near the town of 

Ottawa, on a Kansas prairie, is 

the place where this branch of 

the Dunkard church is holding 

its Annual Meeting this year. 

A large tabernacle capable of 
seating four or five thousand 
people, is one of the permanent 
buildings on the ground. There 
is also a Memorial Hall, and 
several small buildings. An- 
other large building with a elate 
root, and a seating capacity of 
several thousand, is built espec- 
ially for the accommodation of 
those who take an interest in 
horse racing, at the season when 
the race course is used for that 
purpose. For the accommodation 
of this meeting this race ground, 
inside the track, is now covered 
with several hundred tents hold- 
ing from 8 to 12 occupants. A 
temporary building, need as a 
dining ball, where good meals 
are served for 26 eta., is furnish- 
ed, and a lunch counter where 
lunch and lemonade are served. 

A beautiful fountain with bar- 
rels of iced water furnish drink 
for the thirsty. 

The excursionists began pour- 
ing into Ottawa, on Thursday and 
Friday, and by Sunday it could 
be fairly estimated that 10,000 
people had assembled. This 
number was made up in part of 
the citizens of Ottawa, and the 
surrounding neighborhood. On 
Monday the trains came ii, one 
after another, bringing excur- 
sionists to this meeting from all 
parts of the country. 

The congregation was enter- 
tained in the tabernacle by song 
and sermons on the days preced- 
ing the beginning of the regular 
bnainees, and on Monday the 
matter of education waa dis- 
cussed. This meeting waa held 
by permission for which its pro- 
moters declared themselves very 
thankful. Royer said that 
"heretofore the friends of educa- 
tion, if they were allowed to hold 
their meeting on the grounds at 
all, were obliged to do so under 
the oover of a tent, and by the 
light of a lantern. 

The progress of the different 
individual enterprises which 
their promoters would like to call 
"Brethren schools" if it were not 
contrary to the minutes, viae 
then reported by Miller, of Vir- 
ginia, Brumbaugh, of Hunting- 
ton, and Hoyer, of Illinois. All 
reported a healtby condition oi 
their respecting schools, 

Elder Sharp's heart yearns for 
a College, and an attempt is be- 
1 ing made to establish a real col- 
lege, with of course, a complete 
faculty of informed professors at 
its head. 

Eld. J ames Quinter, who is as 


a tall cedar among saplings in 
the German Baptist Dunkard 
church, made the speech of the 
occasion. He gave good- scrip- 
tural, philosophical and logical 
reasons why the church should 
patronize educational institutions 
showing what it has suffered and 
is suffering for the want of a 
training school for, especially its 
ministry and the great necessity 
for going to work in earnest now. 

He gave a history of the var- 
ious attempts by individuals to 
establish schools and the sacrifice 
the friends of education had 
made in these efforts and how 
the sentiment of the church bad 
somewhat improved in this di- 
rection. 

Of course this meeting conld 
not be classed as a part of An- 
nual meeting. Its proceedings 
will not go on the minutes. A 
programme had been made out, 
and the speakers were arranged 
accordingly. Those opposed to 
education did not give expression 
to their sentiments, but it is to be 
hoped that the time is coming 
when the cause of education will 
receive a more liberal recogni- 
tion by t.iii* church. 

Elder Quinter emitted to say 
anything about Ash tend College, 
but it is privately reported 
among them that the "progressive 
school" is dead. 

The meetings of the standing 
committee were, of coarse, held 
secret and guarded by a door 
keeper, and your reporter could 
not learn much of the important 
business transacted in this 
"body." The standing committee 
numbers thirty-two members 
(it we counted correctly) and it is 
remarkable, that as us us I, such 
men as Sharp, Royer, D. L. Mil 
ler and Wrightsman, are pot 
among the number. But such 
men as Ebey, Wise, It. II. Miller, 
Eshelman, Mohler, Hillery and 
Johnson are conspicuously pres- 
ent. 

The following organization of 
the meeting as announced by the 
standing committee is deeply 
significant to those who are ac- 
quainted with the past history of 
the church : 

Enoch Eby, Moderator ; 

M. J. McClure, Clerk ; 

It. H. Miller, Reading Clerk. 

Eby and Miller are representa- 
tive Q-erman Baptists, and Mc- 
Clure, upon whom it seems the 
mantle of James Quinter has fal- 
len, will, perhaps, make up in 
loyalty to the Church what he 
tacks in dignity and ability in 
performing the duties of his 
worthy predecessor. 

On Tuesday morning the An- 
nual Meeting was opened in the 
usual way. Rev. Atkinson, of 
Ottawa, a Baptist minister who 
had followed the Annual Meet- 
ing from Bismark Grove to Mil- 
ler's landing, Mexico and Pitts- 
burg, 0., and had through his 
efforts succeeded in locating the 
meeting here this year, next 
made a ten minutes' speech, 
which was listened to with rapt 
Attention. The Brethren were 
lauded to the skies and their 
Christian excellencies were por- 
trayed in the most^glowing elo- 
quence, and when some of the 
less discerning were about ready 


to hear him declare, as a fitting 
climax to his speech, that he was 
now ready to be received into 
the German Baptist church by 
trine immersion and give about 
twenty reasons for leaving the f~men T 
Baptist church, he wound up by 
recommending Forest Park as 
the best place in the world for 
holding the Annual meeting of 
the dear brethren and heartily 
inviting them to come again. 

I had listened to a shorter but 
equally pointed speech delivered 
by a keeper of a boarding house 
in the town of Ottawa in the 
morning as follows : This is the 
best meeting of the kind we 
have had here yet. The Assem- 
bly people charge us gate money 


B avertl plana were p ropo 
ojw-ilfjwhichaii gge at e i JKaFeach 
QOjl^ag ation might pursue the 
p laij it saw proper, hut tl ji s waa 
vigOi QOBlyohjggted to hy annh 
Lien don West because 
that wo uld becoDgjregatkmalism 
and a con gregational form of 


for ns to get into the park, but 


c hurch government could not be 
coflntfl nanced, et£ while these 
speeches were being made, the 
reporter of the Ev an<ielibt re- 
ceived many significant glances. 
Perhaps it was these speeches 
and trgnificant glances that 
caused him to pen the following 
thoughts. Tbe German Baptist 
church, to be consistent with 
theso arguments, should at once 
decide upon one mode ol feet- 


these leave (Arir money with us 
and don't take auy of our money 
away. 

Much of what the reverend 
gentleman said was certainly true. 
Ottawa is a good place for such a 
meeting. Ottawa is a moral town 
and Kansas people are hospitable. 
Prohibition prohibits in Ottawa, 
as it now does about everywhere 
else in Kansas, and the absence 
of the saloon, is plainly percepti- 
ble in the absence of rowdyism 
and drunkenness, especially at 
large gatherings. 

Tbe first business brought be- 
fore the Annual Meeting proper 
was a deferred question relating 
to the choice of ministers and 
other church officers. It proposed 
a change so that these should be 
elected by a majority vote and 
not by a plurality as hereto to re. 

Tbe way this question was dis- 
posed of is a fair sample of the 
proceeding ot tbe Annual Meet- 
ing this year, and" I will therefore 
give it at some length. The 
great number of Conservative 
preachers, who have, as preach- 
ers, passed into "innocuous de- 
suetude" should have loug since 
served as an abundant proof that 
the old system of electing minis- 
ters waa inefficient, The logical 
and scriptural arguments on this 
question were all in favor ot the 
change, hut when Elders Wise 
and R. H. Miller appealed to tbe 
delegates for the "good old way," 
it had its usual weigbt and the 
question was voted down. Wise 
said that the minister's qualifica- 
tion did not depend on the num- 
ber of votes he received. He 
instanced a case where a man 
had been elected by a large ma- 
jority and did not turn out well 
and another had been elected by 
a small plurality and made an 
able preacher, Others thought 
ench a change would imply a toss 
ot confidence in tbe power of the 
Holy Spirit who should in all 
casee decide the matter. It did 
not seem to have occurred to 
this speaker that it was evident 
that the Holy Spirit could not be 
held responsible for calling a 
man to the office of minister of 
the gospel who never had any 
qualification for the office, and 
that such had been frequently 
done by tbe present method was 
evidence that the Holy Spirit 
did not authorize the plan and 
could not be held responsible for 
its workings. Several votes were 
taken upon this question before 
it was finally decided. 


washing and no longer have the 
single mode in some congrega- 
tions ana the double mode in 
others; neither should it allow 
some congregations to expel sis- 
ters for w earing hats and regard 
them as worthy ot fellowship in 
others. These are only a few 
examples. 

But how is this ; A congrega- 
tion in deriding upon ane ot the 
most important matters that can 
be considered by the church — 
that of i loosing a minister — 
may, according to the present 
ruling, in- tall him into office 
when elected only by a plurality 
vote, but no question can be de- 
cided at an Annual Meeting but 
by a majority of two thirds of nil 
the delegates. Everything that 
is done either by the congrega- 
tion or the Annual Meeting is 
done by tbe Holy Spirit Bat in 
a congregation the gracious in- 
fluence of the Holy Spirit is 
present in a plurality vote, while 
at the Annual Meeting it takes a 
two-third majority, to insure the 
Divine presence. Thereloreaince 
there is a greater dispensation of 
the Holy Spirit in a congrega- 
tion than there exists with the 
Annual Meeting, that is the way 
all questions should be decided, 
and the congregational form of 
government is the better. 

This was the first halt day's 
proceedings, and after Elder 
George Meyers had announced 
the reception of telegrams, lost 
children, parasols, gloves, &c.,Ac, 
a hymn was sung and the vast 
assembly dispersed to seek after 
"gastronomic refreshments". The 
meeting had spent all forenoon 
in an attempt to. advance one 
step, but tailed, and the noon 
hour found the deferred question 
defeated. This first session of 
the law making power of this 
church was well attended. Tbe 
tabernacle, capable of holding 
over 4,000 people, was nearly 
tilled, but from this on there was 
little apparent interest manifest- 
ed in the proceedings by the 
spectators, and it was more in- 
teresting to the writer of this re- 
port outBide of the tabernacle than 
witbin. Enough was learned, 
however, to know, that no oew 
departure was taken in anything. 

The dress question was up at 
utual. Much trouble had been 
found during the past year in 
certain localities and this Annual 
Meeting was appealed to, bat 
ouly needed to refer to its former 
decisions of Art, 15, 1880, and 
Art 0, 1886. Rebeptiam ot 


Brethren converts was reaffirmed. 

It was currently reported that 
a committee was to be sent to 
their Eastern churches, bat as 
your reporter kit on Thursday 
morning the last day's proceed- 
ings are not included in this 
report. Basinets of great im- 
portance may bave been done on 
the last day of tbe session of' 
which we are yet to hear. 

As a hucial reunion tbe meet 
ing was a grand success. In this 
a large cumWr ol lire Uj run alto 
participated. Many haitpy meet- 
ings of old friends took place, 
and in the majority of instance* 
the greetings between German 
Baptists and Brethren were just 
as cotdial at in days ot yore. 
There were of course a few nota- 
ble exceptions but as a rule much 
ot the unloveiiness ot Arnold's 
Grove and Bismark has pasted 
away. The demand for copies 
of the Evanuelist exceeded the 
supply on hands, slid we^earned 
ol many ins tan ces where the 
rgjyigi »f the "minute book ha s 
made havoc ot churches that 


hav e not yet B een reacneoLj hy, 
the good omcee ot~~fne Brethren 
church. 

— TEeTirethren church has a 
mission to fulfill and it needs to 
redouble its energies for the 
work. Not a few ot the mora 
progressive leaders acknowledg- 
ed to us that we are doing a 
good work in gathering in the 
victims of persecution, and that 
tbe Brethren church also exer- 
cised a salutary influence on the 
German Baptist church by its 
worthy example. Many who- 
took copies ot the paper from us 
promised to read it and if it 
pleased them they would sub- 
scribe lur it, and some g ave us 
their subscription on the ground. 
We hope all will be pleased with 
the paper. Much more might 
be written about this Annual 
Meeting but this article is al- 
ready long, and time and Bpace 
are needed for other matters. 
E. L. Yoobr. 


Johnstown Letter, 

Christian gieeting to all. Last 
Sabbath evening, being the time 
appointed tor to enjoy a Lord's 
supper, our people came togeth- 
er promptly, and their many ex- 
pressions of love and cheer alt 
spoke oi their inward living faith. 
About one hundred and fifty 
participants surrounded the ta- 
bles and with that commendable 
decorum, tarried, one for another. 
The feast was eaten in that way 
which spoke of a true Christian 
communion, member with mem- 
ber, while the bread and wine 
received with such marks of af- 
fection as are cotumou to the 
truly regenerate, showed a com- 
munion with Christ, the living 
head ol the Church, thus consti- 
tuting the true and perfect- 
Lord s Supper. 

We met at on e-ha lf past four 
Jor«xami nation se rvice, and just 
ITtTIe jhadeB of n ight were deep -t 
enitigpwere ready to depart to 
our h omes to reflect over the 
grHlJnrna of God, 
Tiro. Geo. W. DeBolt, of Ma- 
sontown, Pa., was with us and 
we listened to some able preach- 
ing, for one so young in the Mas- 
ter's service. Bro. DeBolt open- 
ed the meetings on the evening 
of the twenty-third, and during 
the week, cast many good seeds 
into hearts heretofore barren, 
and many are the prayers as- 
cending, that they may grow, 
producing fruit acceptable to 
onr common Fathe.r 

All thanks be to God I our 
King's banner yet floats over 
Johnstown. 

Yours in Christ, 

A, J. Stkalinq. 

Johnstown, Pa 




